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[1] In the 19th century millions of people from Europe left their home countries and went to America. 
At that time a lot of people who lived in Europe didn’t have any work and were very poor
In 1845 life in Ireland got even harder for many people because t
one million people died of hunger.
That’s why lots of Irish people left their country. They hoped to have a better life in America. 
One of them was Patrick Connelly
Ireland. Everyone in Limerick liked him because he was a smart and friendly young man with 
beautiful red hair. Patrick’s parents were both happy and unhappy when their son told them about his 
plan. On 23rd August 1851 Patrick had to say goodbye.
brothers sadly waved goodbye to Patrick when he left Limerick on board the ship 
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[2] At that time a journey to America was long, 
difficult and dangerous. It took two to three 
months to travel from Europe to America by ship. 
Lots of people got ill and weak or even died during 
the journey because there often wasn’t enough 
food or clean water on board. 
However, Patrick was lucky. When he arrived in 
New York, he felt weak, but he was alive.
“Now I can start a new life in America,” he 
thought.  
It was raining heavily when Patrick slowly walked 
along the streets of New York for the first time. 
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Suddenly he saw a pretty girl on the other side of the street. He stopped and watched as she laughed 
and quickly picked up some money from the street. Then the girl saw Patrick too. They looked at each 
other for a moment and smiled before the girl quickly went around the next corner.
 
[3] Patrick soon found a job at the harbour. However, it was a dangerous job and Patrick had to work 
very hard for little money. But life still wasn’t easy for Patrick. Lots of Americans weren’t 
Irish people. They said the Irish were taking away their jobs.
 
[4] Six years later Patrick walked through the park. Suddenly he saw a pretty young woman who was 
sitting under a tree. They looked at each other and smiled because they both remembere
meeting years ago. 
“I think we’ve met before. I’m sorry, but I don’t even know your name,” Patrick said nervously. 
“My name is Anne. I’m from Ireland. My brother and I left Ireland seven years ago, but then he died,” 
Anne answered. 
“I’m very sorry,” Patrick said. “I’m from Ireland too. I work at the harbour. What are you doing here?”
“I work for a rich family. I cook their meals, clean their house and look after their children. My job is 
OK, but sometimes I feel really lonely and homesick,” A
From that day on Patrick and Anne often met in the park.
 
 
1 poor = arm 
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In the 19th century millions of people from Europe left their home countries and went to America. 
At that time a lot of people who lived in Europe didn’t have any work and were very poor
In 1845 life in Ireland got even harder for many people because there wasn’t enough to eat. More than 
one million people died of hunger. 
That’s why lots of Irish people left their country. They hoped to have a better life in America. 

Connelly. He was 21 years old, a farmer’s son, and came from L
Ireland. Everyone in Limerick liked him because he was a smart and friendly young man with 
beautiful red hair. Patrick’s parents were both happy and unhappy when their son told them about his 
plan. On 23rd August 1851 Patrick had to say goodbye. Patrick’s father, mother and his two older 
brothers sadly waved goodbye to Patrick when he left Limerick on board the ship 

At that time a journey to America was long, 
difficult and dangerous. It took two to three 
months to travel from Europe to America by ship. 
Lots of people got ill and weak or even died during 
the journey because there often wasn’t enough 

However, Patrick was lucky. When he arrived in 
New York, he felt weak, but he was alive. 
“Now I can start a new life in America,” he 

It was raining heavily when Patrick slowly walked 
along the streets of New York for the first time.  

  

Suddenly he saw a pretty girl on the other side of the street. He stopped and watched as she laughed 
and quickly picked up some money from the street. Then the girl saw Patrick too. They looked at each 

smiled before the girl quickly went around the next corner.

Patrick soon found a job at the harbour. However, it was a dangerous job and Patrick had to work 
very hard for little money. But life still wasn’t easy for Patrick. Lots of Americans weren’t 
Irish people. They said the Irish were taking away their jobs. 

Six years later Patrick walked through the park. Suddenly he saw a pretty young woman who was 
sitting under a tree. They looked at each other and smiled because they both remembere

“I think we’ve met before. I’m sorry, but I don’t even know your name,” Patrick said nervously. 
“My name is Anne. I’m from Ireland. My brother and I left Ireland seven years ago, but then he died,” 

sorry,” Patrick said. “I’m from Ireland too. I work at the harbour. What are you doing here?”
“I work for a rich family. I cook their meals, clean their house and look after their children. My job is 
OK, but sometimes I feel really lonely and homesick,” Anne said. 
From that day on Patrick and Anne often met in the park. 

In the 19th century millions of people from Europe left their home countries and went to America. 
At that time a lot of people who lived in Europe didn’t have any work and were very poor1.  

here wasn’t enough to eat. More than 

That’s why lots of Irish people left their country. They hoped to have a better life in America.  
. He was 21 years old, a farmer’s son, and came from Limerick in 

Ireland. Everyone in Limerick liked him because he was a smart and friendly young man with 
beautiful red hair. Patrick’s parents were both happy and unhappy when their son told them about his 

Patrick’s father, mother and his two older 
brothers sadly waved goodbye to Patrick when he left Limerick on board the ship Victoria. 

Suddenly he saw a pretty girl on the other side of the street. He stopped and watched as she laughed 
and quickly picked up some money from the street. Then the girl saw Patrick too. They looked at each 

smiled before the girl quickly went around the next corner. 

Patrick soon found a job at the harbour. However, it was a dangerous job and Patrick had to work 
very hard for little money. But life still wasn’t easy for Patrick. Lots of Americans weren’t nice to 

Six years later Patrick walked through the park. Suddenly he saw a pretty young woman who was 
sitting under a tree. They looked at each other and smiled because they both remembered their first 

“I think we’ve met before. I’m sorry, but I don’t even know your name,” Patrick said nervously.  
“My name is Anne. I’m from Ireland. My brother and I left Ireland seven years ago, but then he died,” 

sorry,” Patrick said. “I’m from Ireland too. I work at the harbour. What are you doing here?” 
“I work for a rich family. I cook their meals, clean their house and look after their children. My job is 



 
 1 Read the story. Match these headings with the right paragraphs 

Be careful: One heading is wrong.

   Lies die Geschichte. Ordne diese Überschriften 

Achtung: Eine Überschrift ist falsch.

 

 
 
 

 
 2 Look at the text again and tick (

   Schau dir den Text noch einmal an und h

 
1. Millions of people left Europe because …
    
   a) they loved America.
    
   b) they didn’t have any work.
    
   c) they didn’t like the bad weather.
 
 
2. When Patrick Connelly left, he was …
    
   a) 21 years old. 
    
   b) 23 years old. 
    
   c) 25 years old. 
 
 

 
 3 Right or wrong? Tick () the correct box for each sentence.

   Richtig oder falsch? Hake für jeden Satz das 

 

1. Patrick left Ireland on 23rd August 1845.
 
2. Patrick’s parents had a farm.
 
3. It took two to three years to travel from Europe to America.
 
4. Patrick saw a girl who found money on the street.
 
5. Patrick’s new life in America was really easy.
 
6. Anne was from New York. 
 
 
 

atch these headings with the right paragraphs in
Be careful: One heading is wrong. 

rdne diese Überschriften den richtigen Abschnitten des Textes (1

Achtung: Eine Überschrift ist falsch. 

Meeting again   
   
A happy wedding   
   
The journey to America   
   
A new job   
   
Goodbye Ireland   
   

Look at the text again and tick () the right answer. 

Schau dir den Text noch einmal an und hake die richtige Antwort ab. 

Millions of people left Europe because …  3. In New York Patrick worked …
     

they loved America.     a) on a farm. 
     

have any work.     b) for a rich family.
     

they didn’t like the bad weather.     c) at the harbour. 

left, he was …  4. He smiled at the young woman because …
     
    a) she gave him money.
     
    b) he remembered their first meeting.
     
    c) he knew her from back home.

) the correct box for each sentence. 

? Hake für jeden Satz das korrekte Kästchen ab. 

right wrong

Patrick left Ireland on 23rd August 1845.     

Patrick’s parents had a farm.     

It took two to three years to travel from Europe to America.     

who found money on the street.     

Patrick’s new life in America was really easy.     

    

in the text (1–4). 

den richtigen Abschnitten des Textes (1–4) zu. 

In New York Patrick worked … 

for a rich family. 

 

He smiled at the young woman because … 

money. 

he remembered their first meeting. 

he knew her from back home. 

wrong  

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 



 
 4 These sentences are wrong. The mistakes are underlined. Correct them. 

   Diese Sätze sind falsch. Die Fehler sind unterstrichen. Verbessere sie. 

Example: In the 19th century a lot of people in Europe were very rich. 

 In the 19th century a lot of people in Europe were very poor.  

1. Patrick’s parents and his two sisters sadly waved goodbye to Patrick. 

   

2. Patrick left Ireland on board the ship Anne. 

   

3. When Patrick met Anne again, she was sitting at a lake in the park. 

   

4. Anne and her uncle had left Ireland seven years ago. 

   
 
 

 
 5 Answer the questions. Write complete sentences. 

   Beantworte die Fragen. Schreibe ganze Sätze. 

1. Why did life in Ireland get even harder for many people in 1845? 

   

2. How did Patrick’s parents feel when their son left? 

   

3. Why did lots of people get ill or even die during the journey to America? Give 2 details. 

   

4. Why were lots of Americans not nice to Irish people? 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 6 Look at lines 21–25 again: Patrick meets Anne for the first time. 

This picture doesn’t fit the story. Find 

   Schau dir die Zeilen 21–25 noch einmal an: Patrick trifft Anne zum ersten Mal. 

Dieses Bild passt nicht zur Geschichte. Finde 

 

Example: It wasn’t sunny. It was raining heavily.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  
 
 

 
 7 Where is the information in the text? Find the right sentences and write them down.

   Wo im Text stehen diese Informationen? Finde die richtigen Sätze im Text und schreibe sie auf.

Example: Patrick was very popular in Limerick. 

 Everyone in Limerick liked him.

1. The pretty girl was happy to find some money on the street. 

  

2. Lots of Americans said there wasn’t enough work because of the Irish. 

  

3. Anne missed her family and frien

 “ 
 
 

25 again: Patrick meets Anne for the first time.  
This picture doesn’t fit the story. Find four mistakes and explain what is wrong.

25 noch einmal an: Patrick trifft Anne zum ersten Mal.  

Dieses Bild passt nicht zur Geschichte. Finde vier Fehler und erkläre, was falsch ist.

It was raining heavily. 

 

 

 

 

information in the text? Find the right sentences and write them down.

Wo im Text stehen diese Informationen? Finde die richtigen Sätze im Text und schreibe sie auf.

Patrick was very popular in Limerick. → Look at paragraph 1. 

in Limerick liked him. 

The pretty girl was happy to find some money on the street. → Look at paragraph 2.

 

Lots of Americans said there wasn’t enough work because of the Irish. → Look at paragraph 3.

 

Anne missed her family and friends in Ireland. → Look at paragraph 4. 

 

mistakes and explain what is wrong. 

 

Fehler und erkläre, was falsch ist. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

information in the text? Find the right sentences and write them down. 

Wo im Text stehen diese Informationen? Finde die richtigen Sätze im Text und schreibe sie auf. 

  

Look at paragraph 2. 

  

Look at paragraph 3. 

  

 ,” Anne said. 

 

 



 
 8 Complete the sentences with words from the text. 

   Ergänze die Sätze mit Wörtern aus dem Text. 

1. Millions of people left Europe in the 19th                                    . 

2. They dreamed of a better                                     in America. 

3. Patrick Connelly was a                                     and friendly young man  

with                                     red hair. 

4. On 23rd August 1851 Patrick had to say                                    . 

5. The                                     to America was long and difficult. 

6. Patrick found a job at the harbour. But it was                                    . 

7. When Patrick met Anne in the park, they both                                     their first meeting. 

 


